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Last year School-at-the-Legislature gave more than 
750 students an intimate look at the inner workings of 
government and parliamentary traditions that have 


ouided Assemblies for centuries. 


Through the support of our community partners, 
together with the commitment of Legislative Assembly 
staff, these students were given the opportunity to 
become well-informed, responsible citizens while 
teachers were given the opportunity to truly bring their 


“lessons to life. 


This report card is an account of the program’s 
progress to date, but also tucked within its pages are 
testimonials from students, teachers and staff who have 


been engaged in learning. 


ea Murat 


Hon. Ken Kowalski 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
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To provide students with a memorable and fun-filled 
learning experience of Alberta's parliamentary 
democratic process. 


To facilitate interdisciplinary learning experiences at the 
Legislature that complement the Alberta curriculum. 


To convey to the educational community and the 
public that the Legislature and the parliamentary process 
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belong to them. 


To provide MLAs and Legislature staff an opportunity 
to participate in the learning experience of children. 


SAAL rocks! 
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ear in Review 


2005-06 marked another record year for the SATL 

__ program, with 32 classes bringing approximately 1,200 
students, teachers and parent volunteers to the Legislative 
Assembly. Nine of these classes visited from as far south 
“as Medicine Hat and as far north as Whitecourt, Alberta. 


The Legislature community continues to embrace the 

_ptogram by volunteering their time for interviews and 
group presentations. These sessions help educate 

students with an in-depth, hands-on experience of the 
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~patliamentary process. Both students and Assembly 
staff enjoy the connection and find the program a 
—rewarding experience. 


School-at-the-Legislature is generously supported by our 
‘community partners: Priority Printing Limited, ACCESS, 
“Canadian Learning Televison, VIA Rail, the Downtown 
‘Rotary Club of Edmonton and CKUA. 


During the 2005-06 program year, Priority Printing 
Limited provided school journals, brochures, banners and 
other print material valued at over $18,000. ACCESS and 
Canadian Learning Television donated promotional air 
time and funding dollars to help four out-of-town schools 
to participate in the program. VIA Rail offered a train trip - 
_ for one class on their rail line to also participate in the 

SATL program. The Downtown Rotary Club of 
Edmonton generously sponsored four schools in the 
“Edmonton area to attend the program. With support 
from these community partners the program continues to 
provide a unique learning experience for all. 








SATL Enrollment 
Tables 1 and 2 list schools and the number of students 





enrolled in the program. Some schools participated with more | 






than one class attending. There continues to be a positive 
erowth of schools registering in the program. 2005-06 








marked the first year that generated a waiting list of schools =—>-—— 





interested in the program. Mi coe 










Table 1: Program Participants 
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SAA\L rocks! 


Table 2: Participating Schools for 2005-06 


Class Student 
Numbers Numbers 
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Belvedere Edmonton 
Clyde 
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Eleanor Hall 
Clara Tyner 
St. Justin Edmonton 
Forest Heights 

Ardmore Ardmore 
Graminia 
§t. Basil 
High Park 


Patricia Heights 


Spruce Grove 
Edmonton 
Edmonton 


Duffield 
Rimbey 


Lynnwood 
Duffield 
Rimbey 

Meadowlark 
St. Joseph Whitecourt 
A.L. Horton 
Medicine Hat Christian 


Vegreville 
Medicine Hat 


Avonmore Edmonton 


Mother Teresa Edmonton 


Total 
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YEAR IN REVIEW 
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_ The Members and staff of the Assembly have been involved 


~ knowledge and experience with students. Students book 


in the program since its inception and continue to share their 


—interviews with staff to learn about the specific roles and 


-responsibilities of offices and departments that constitute the —}+—— 


Legislative community. 


~ In this 2005-06 school term students had an opportunity to 


job shadow, interview and participate in group presentations 


with the following offices: 


The Lieutenant Governor's Office 
The Speaker's Office 

The Premier’s Office 
Government Members 


Liberal Opposition Members 





New Democrat Opposition Members 

The Clerk of the Assembly 

The Clerk Assistant/Director of House Services 
Clerk of Journals/Table Research 

Financial Management/ Admin. Services 

Human Resource Services 

Information Technology Services 

Legislature Library 

Parliamentary Counsel 

Alberta Hansard 

Sergeant-at-Arms & Visitor Services 

Press Gallery 

Legislature Building and Pedway Security 
Department of Infrastructure 

Chief Electoral Officer 

Ombudsman Office 

Information & Privacy Commissioner Ol oe 
Auditor General’s Office 


Ethics Commissioner 
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Getting the Word Out 


-The Legislative Assembly, in co-operation with the 
community sponsors, promoted the program via 
mail-outs, workshops, teacher conventions, advertisements 
and through the Legislative Assembly website. 
Advertisements were placed in the Edmonton Journal, 
rural community newspapers and the Alberta Teachers’ 
_Association magazine and newsletter. 


_ A two-day workshop designed to give teachers enrolled in 
the program an opportunity to develop a support 


GETTING THE WORD OUT 


~ network for sharing ideas and lesson plans was held in 
~August. This workshop allowed teachers to meet the staff ~ 
_of the Legislative Assembly as well as to acquaint 
themselves with the program, the scheduling process and 
the site layout. Teachers felt this workshop to be an 
‘invaluable source of information in preparation for the 


‘program. 


—Monthly meetings with Edmonton Inquiring Minds site 
co-ordinators from Museum School, Zoo School, Ice 

School and Fort Edmonton School served to exchange 
ideas for future development and promotion of site-based 
“school programs. In-service sessions were also held at 
-each site for teachers interested in these programs. Over 
100 teachers attended. 


| To further promote the SATL program to teachers, 
display booths were set up at various teachers’ 
conventions: Alberta Social Studies Teachers’ Convention, 
“Northern Teachers’ Convention, Greater Edmonton 
—Teachers’ Convention, and Central East Alberta 


_'Teachers’ Convention. 





18 








VY) 
jet 
ee 
VY 
U 
“oO 
© 
VY) 
ry 
S 
fe 
(ae 


K 


Co 
mMmunity j In Context 
a Fe dera 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


“DLA You lewow 
there ‘are evee Levels 
of government WwW 
cawacnae" Y 








~ DOLLARS AND CENTS 


20 


ane 
ollars and Cents 


The School-at-the-Legislature program is funded by its 
community partners, whose support has been instrumental 
in the success of the program. See Table 3 for an itemized 


lisPOr program revenues and expenses. 


-Table 3: 2005-06 Program Budget. 


2004-05 2004-05 
Projected Actual 


Legislative Assembly of Alberta $27,000 $27,598 
~Jand program fees 
-\Total $27,000 $27,598 
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Other Labour & Services 
; Office Administration $7,090 


_|Total $27,000 $27,598 


9 
Postage & Freight $1,000 





Notes: 

* Priority Printing Ltd. in-kind sponsorship total - $18,749 

¢ ACCESS & CLT in-kind sponsorship total - $82,150 

* Rotary Club in-kind sponsorship total - $2,000 

¢ VIA Rail in-kind sponsorship total - $5,000 

¢ These figures cover fiscal year April 1, 2005, to March 31, 2006. 

¢ The School-at-the-Legislature program year is Sept 1, 2005, to June 30, 2006 
* Program Co-ordinator salary out of VS budget. 
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urriculum Connection 


The School-at-the-Legislature program is closely 
connected to the Grade 6 curriculum. While Social Studies 
and Language Arts are the two most common curriculum 
links, the program also provides room for Math, Science, 
Physical Education and Art connections. 


~ Along with an application form, teachers are asked to 
~submit a lesson plan outlining how they will take 
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advantage of the week on site and how their experience at 
the Legislature relates to classroom work throughout the 
year. Some of those ideas are included here. 


—Social Studies 
~ © Participating in a parliamentary debate. 


|e Studying the three levels of government. 


¢ Learning how people take part in government, 
including the election process. 


¢ Discovering how responsibilities and rights as a 
citizen begin at the local level. 


¢ Creating a map of Alberta’s 83 constituencies. 


¢ Learning about the architecture of the 
Legislature Building. 


¢ Recognizing how Greece has affected western 
civilization through values, beliefs and ideas. 





/ English/Language Arts 


~e« Writing in student journals. 
¢ Taking notes during interviews. 
‘¢ Writing newspaper articles. 
~¢ Preparing reports based on interviews. 
¢ Creating a newsletter based on the week at the Legislature. 


¢ Finding out how the media collects and 
distributes information. 


~ © Presenting information by individuals, groups or the class. 


—Art 





¢ Sketching the Legislature Building interior and exterior. 
~~ © Analyzing form in nature and in man-made objects. 


© Creating newspaper collages. 


Science 


~e Taking nature walks on the grounds or conducting an 
—— environmental audit. 


Studying the river valley ecosystem. 
“¢ Identifying trees and vegetation on the Legislature Grounds. ~~~ 


¢ Studying air and flight characteristics. 


~ ¢ Learning how to gather and analyze evidence and how to 
——~ investigate. This includes a trip to the Law Courts. 
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SATL rocks! 


Math 
¢ Learning how the government collects and distributes 


tax dollars. 


¢ Measuring and graphing sizes and shapes on the 
Legislature Grounds. 


° Conducting a statistical analysis of budgets. 


Physical Education 
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¢ Completing the Health Walk Loops in the 
Legislature pedway. 


¢ Taking a self-cuided tour of the Legislature Grounds. 
¢ Walking in the river valley. 


¢ Ice skating on the Legislature Grounds in the winter. 





Life Careers 


_* Comparing how school habits relate to the world of work. 


¢ Learning about different occupations. 





Appendix B: 


‘The response from students, teachers, parents, MLAs 

and Assembly staff regarding the program has been 
_very positive. The following comments are based on 

evaluations received from students and teachers through- 
~ out the program year. Following the comments are 
~letters of support for the program. 





1. What do you remember most from the week at 
‘the Alberta Legislature? 





The three most common comments were: 


“600-700 copies of Hansard are printed and mailed the 


next morning.” 


“The floor in the library is made from cor z 
___ “We learned about the 2,000 year old petrified wood plus the 


cornerstone which has articles from 100 years ago.” 


_2. What were the top three things that you learned 
_ that were new and interesting? 





__..The comments depended on the interviews each student }+— 
_ had. For the most part the focus was on learning about 
the roles of government and opposition, as well as the 
~roles and responsibilities of MLAs and Assembly staff. 
—A selection of comments follows. 


“T learned about the Auditor General.” 
~ “How people make laws from bills.” 


‘Information Technology Services has 197 computers 
running four times faster than your Internet at home.” 





SAL rocks | 
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“How laws are made and passed in the Legislature.’ 


“Learning about fairness. The man teaching this 


Y 


was awesome.’ 


|.3. What were the top two things that you 
didn't like? 


Quite a few of the comments related that the length 
of stay at the site was too short. The two most com- 
mon comments wete: 


J 


“How we couldn't interview the people for a long time.’ 


“Climbing stairs.” 


74. Is there something that you would change? 


A large number of students indicated that they would 
+like to spend more time in the program. Some of 
their comments follow: 


-“T would like to have learned in greater detail what each cabt- 
net minister does.” 


“Have the program longer than a week.” 


“Meet the Premier and have a class interview with His 
~Honour the Lieutenant Governor.” 
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ve 5. Was there something that you wish you could 
_ have done during the week? 


_While this question brought out a variety of responses, 
quite a few students mentioned they would like to have 
mictathesPremicr 


‘T wish we could have gone into the Speaker's Suite.” 
_ “Spent more time job shadowing.” 


“Spend some time sketching.” 


= Any other suggestions or comments? 


Here students were given the opportunity to comment 
- on any aspect of the program not covered in previous 
questions. Here are some of their comments. 


“The best week I ever had.” 
— “SATL is awesome!” 
“A Grade 6 class is very lucky because SATL ts a 


— great program.” 


“This program ts so amusing, exciting and educational that every 
Grade 6 student should be allowed to experience it.” 


~ pendix e- ee 
Letters of support — Pas 







CHUM 


TELEVISION 
EDMONTON 


November 15, 2006 


Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
Honourable Ken Kowalski 

#325 Legislature Building 

10800 — 97 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB TSK 2B6 


Dear Mr. Speaker: 


ACCESS The Education Station and Canadian Learning Television are now in our third year 
of involvement with the School at the Legislature program. With the added support this year 
of school transportation paid for by the Legislature, even more schools have been able to 
participate, and this additional exposure for the program and for the Legislature only bodes 
well for the province of Alberta. 


The work of the SATL staff has again been exemplary. 


As we move forward, we hope to be able to continue the involvement of ACCESS, and of 
Canadian Learning Television, in this worthy program. 


Regards, 


fac es 


Eric Rice 
Manager 
Creative/Production Services 


cc Diana Panizzon, Visitor Services ' 
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10212 JASPER AVENUE, EDMONTON, AB, CANADA T5J 5A3 
780.424.2222 / 780.440.7777 © FAX 780.424.0357 / 780.440.8899 ¢ CITYTV.COM / ACCESSLEARNING.COM 
Learning and Skills Television of Alberta Limited a CHUM Limited Company 


UIN* 


VIA Rail Canad 
1150 Station Street, Suite 300 1150, rue Station, Suite 300 
Vancouver, B.C. Vancouver (C.B.) 
V6A 4C7 V6A 4C7 
Sales Ventes 


Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
Honourable Ken Kowalski 

#325 Legislature Building 

10800 — 97 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6 


November 10, 2006 

Via Rail Canada is proud to be a partner of the School at the Legislature program. This 
program provides our province’s youth with first hand knowledge and insight into the 
workings of Alberta’s government. It is our hope that this program will continue for 


many years to come. 


Sincerely, 





Megan Gibson 
Specialist, Leisure Travel (West) 
VIA Rail Canada 


801 6th Avenue SW Suite 2560 Calgary, Alberta T2P 3W2 ¢ Phone (403) 297-6185 ¢ 





ALBERTA OMBUDSMAN 


Focused on Fairness 


November 9, 2006 







THE HONOURABLE KEN KOWALSKI 
SPEAKER 
OFFICE OF FHE SPEAKER 

VE ASSEMBLY OF ALBERTA 
AVENUE NW ROOM 325 
ag AB TSK 2B6 


Re: School-at-the-Legislature Program 


Dear Honourable Mr. Kowalski: 


Our File #0230. 1 


This letter is a letter of support for the School-at-the-Legislature Program. Investigators from the 
Alberta Ombudsman Office have enjoyed the opportunity to speak with students when they attend 
this Program and share information about our legislative office and the principles of administrative 
fairness. Because of our support of this initiative, we have increased our participation from monthly 
presentations to weekly. Students ask appropriate questions and are attentive to the information 


provided. 


We support the continuation of this Program. It is a strategy which contributes to well-informed 


Albertans for the future. 





eorgeann Wilkin 
eputy Ombudsman 


/jd 
cc: Diana Panizzon; Program Administrator - Visitor Services a 


10303 Jasper Avenue NW Suite 2800 Edmonton, Alberta TS] 5C3_ * Phone (780) 427-2756 © Fax: (780) 427-2759 


Fax (403) 297-5121 © 


www.ombudsman.ab.ca 


* om.buds@ombudsman.ab.ca 


Diana Panizzon 


From: lan Gray [ian.gray@ckua.com] 

Sent: Monday, November 20, 2006 8:37 AM 
To: Ken Kowalski; Bev Alenius 

Ce: Diana Panizzon; ken.regan@ckua.com 
Subject: School At The Legislature 

TOs 


Hon. Ken Kowalski, 
Speaker of the Alberta Legislature 


Dear Ken, 


It's a great pleasure for me to write this letter of support and endorsement for the 
School At The Legislature program, which I understand was set up at your direction. I 
believe you have created a very special tool that will make a real contribution to the 
future of leadership and citizenship in Alberta. I hear this said by the teachers who 
bring their classes to the TV room each week, for my presentation on the Press Gallery and 
the media's role in our democracy. 


In fact in the three odd years (very odd, some might say) I've been a volunteer with the 
program, I've never heard a negative comment from anybody involved. Even the most hard 
bitten of my colleagues who I've press-ganged (sorry) into taking part in the presentation 
can't help but respond to the enthusiasm and eagerness of the Grade Six classes who pass 
through the halls. 


I'd like to single out for special mention those persons who've helped out with my 
presentations: from the Premier's Communications staff (aka 'The Dark Side') Jerry 
Bellika, Mark Kastner, David Sands & Marisa Etmanski; and a very special thanks to the 
maintenance staff who each week clean fingerprints (and nose prints) off the one-way glass 
in the TV room, without complaint. 


Sincerely 


Ian Gray 

News Supervisor, 

CKUA Radio Network 

Legislature Bureau 780.427.7263 
ian.gray@ckua.com 
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November 15,2006 


Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
Honourable Ken Kowalski 

Room 325 Legislature Building 
Edmonton, Alberta 

T5K 2B6 


Dear Mr. Speaker: 


Priority Printing Ltd. has been involved with the School-at-the-Legislature program 
presented by the Legislative Assembly Office for several years now. We are pleased 
to once again offer our continued support. 


As you know, we have had the enjoyment of sitting in on a parliamentary debate early 
in 2006. Watching a grade six class during the session, it was obvious the experience 
was not only exciting for them but also a learning experience that cannot be duplicated 
in the traditional classroom atmosphere. It was wonderful to watch their faces 
experiencing history and democracy first hand! 


Once again Diana and the whole Visitor Services team have been wonderful to work 
with over the past year and we look forward to another year being involved with a 
great program and the wonderful people that run it. 


Diana has kept Priority Printing well informed of the progress of the program and 
shown her appreciation to us through newspaper advertisements and our favorite, 
thank you letters from the students themselves. 


Sincerely, 


Tim Downey 
Président 


PF cc: Diana Panizzon 
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17909 — 107 Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta T5S 1R8 

Telephone: 780.484.5330 

Fax: 780.486.4386 

Toll Free: 1.800.465.2237 

Design = Typesetting = Film Output = Printing = Bindery Email: mail@priorityprinting.ab.ca 
Customer satisfaction is our first priority! www .priorityprinting.ab.ca 


Dec. 11, 2006 
Dear Ken Kowalski, 


| would like to thank you for sponsoring the School-at-the- 
Legislature program. If it weren't for the Legislative Assembly of 
Alberta and other sponsors, the program wouldn't exist and we 
wouldn't be able to have the experience of touring the 
Legislature. We could spend the entire week talking about it at 
school, but actually being there and seeing what goes on in 
the Legislature was extremely fun. However, we wouldn't be 
able to go to School-at-the-Legislature for a week if nobody 
sponsored the program. It’s a really awesome program, and | 
really enjoyed it. Thanks again for sponsoring! 


Sincerely, 


Frances Charette 
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